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SIGNIFICANCE 
ASSESSMENT WORKSHOP



Significance defines the 
meanings and values of a 
cultural heritage item or 
collection through 
research and analysis, 
and by assessment 
against a standard set of 
criteria



Historical significance 

Artistic or Aesthetic
significance

Scientific or Research
significance

Social or Spiritual significance



These are the primary criteria that 
determine why and how an item 
or collection is significant. 

Not all criteria need to apply. An 
item or collection may be 
significant under only one 
criterion.



HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE – EVENTS
FEDERATION 1901 – STATE LIBRARY OF NSW, COROWA 

FEDERATION MUSEUM



HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE – EVENTS
THE ABDICATION 1936 – CLARENCE RIVER HISTORICAL SOCIETY



HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE - PEOPLE
SIR CHARLES KINGSFORD SMITH

KINGSFORD SMITH MEMORIAL, BRISBANE AIRPORT



HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE – PEOPLE
PRIME MINISTER JOSEPH BENEDICT ‘BEN’ CHIFLEY

BATHURST DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY



HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE – PLACES
LAND SUBDIVISION MAPS, MURRURUNDI MUSEUM, SHOALHAVEN 

HISTORICAL MUSEUM



HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE – PLACE
COROWA COURTHOUSE, NSW, COROWA FEDERATION MUSEUM



HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE – THEMES
HEALTH AND MEDICINE – COROWA FEDERATION MUSEUM



HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE – THEMES
MARKING THE PHASES OF LIFE 
CHILDHOOD COLLECTION
HAWKESBURY REGIONAL MUSEUM



HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE – THEMES – SOCIAL AND 
POLITICAL MOVEMENTS

EARLY TRADE UNION COLLECTIONS, NOEL BUTLIN ARCHIVES OF BUSINESS 
AND LABOUR, ANU



ARTISTIC OR AESTHETIC SIGNIFICANCE
ORNITHOLOGICAL ILLUSTRATIONS, NATIONAL LIBRARY OF 

AUSTRALIA



NORMAN LINDSAY
NORMAN LINDSAY GALLERY AND MUSEUM, FAULCONBRIDGE, NSW, STATE 

LIBRARY OF NEW SOUTH WALES



RESEARCH SIGNIFICANCE 
WORLD WAR I SERVICE RECORDS – NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF 

AUSTRALIA



RESEARCH SIGNIFICANCE
JAMES TYSON PAPERS

DENILIQUIN & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY; NATIONAL LIBRARY OF AUSTRALIA;  QUEENSLAND 
STATE ARCHIVES; STATE LIBRARY OF NSW; STATE LIBRARY OF QUEENSLAND



SOCIAL SIGNIFICANCE
THE FLABBIT

HAWKESBURY REGIONAL MUSEUM



SOCIAL SIGNIFICANCE
AUSTRALIAN INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES COLLECTION

AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER STUDIES 


	SIGNIFICANCE ASSESSMENT WORKSHOP
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Historical significance – events�Federation 1901 – STATE LIBRARY OF NSW, Corowa Federation museum
	Historical significance – Events�the abdication 1936 – Clarence River Historical society
	HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE - People�Sir Charles Kingsford Smith�Kingsford Smith Memorial, BrisbanE Airport
	�Historical significance – people�prime minister joseph benedict ‘Ben’ Chifley�Bathurst district historical society�
	Historical significance – places�Land subdivision maps, murrurundi museum, Shoalhaven Historical Museum
	Historical significance – Place�Corowa Courthouse, NSW, Corowa Federation museum
	Historical Significance – Themes�Health and medicine – corowa federation museum
	Historical significance – Themes�Marking the Phases of life �Childhood Collection�Hawkesbury Regional Museum
	Historical significance – themes – social and political movements�Early trade union collections, Noel Butlin Archives of Business and Labour, ANU
	Artistic or aesthetic significance�Ornithological illustrations, National library of Australia
	Norman Lindsay�Norman Lindsay Gallery and Museum, Faulconbridge, NSW, state library of new south wales
	research significance �world war i service records – national archives of australia
	Research Significance�James Tyson Papers�Deniliquin & District Historical Society; National Library of Australia;  Queensland State Archives; State library of NSW; State Library of Queensland�
	Social Significance�The Flabbit�Hawkesbury Regional Museum
	Social Significance�Australian indigenous languages collection�Australian Institute of Aboriginal and torres Strait Islander studies �

